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Dear Ms. Klepper, 

(609) 485-5581 

The FAA R&D Flight Program requests an extension of Exemption 
No. 6883 (formerly No. 12000) as entered into the public docket (No. FAA-2000-8436). We 
submit the following information per your request. 

The petitioner requires relief from the following sections of 14 CFR Part 91 : 

91 .I 17 (a) states, in pertinent part, that no person may operate an aircraft below 10,000 feet MSL 
at an indicated airspeed of more that 250 knots. 

91,119 0 states that except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate an 
aircraft below 500 feet above the surface, except over open water or sparsely populated areas. 
In those cases, the aircraft may no be operated closer than 500 feet to any person, vessel, 
vehicle, or structure. 

91.303 (e) states that no person may operate an aircrafl in aerobatic flight below an altitude of 
1,500 feet above the surface. 

91.1 59(a) prescribes the altitude to be maintained by aircraft operating under visual flight rules 
below 18,000 feet MSL while in level cruising flight at or above 3,000 feet above the surface. 

The William J Hughes Technical Center's mission is the research and development of systems 
procedures, facilities and devices that meets the need for a safe and efficient NAS (National 
Airspace System), consistent with this mission certain flight operations must be conducted 
contrary to one or more of the above general operating flight rules. This exemption would be use$ 
only to the extent necessary to conduct R&D flight support subject to the following conditions and 
limitations: 

1. During flight operations a competent observer or operational TCAS system will be used in 
addition to the pilot and copilot. 

2. Pilots must be able to obtain traffic advisory service from Air Traffic Control. 
3. No flight operations may be conducted when flight visibility conditions are less than 5 

miles. 

It should be noted the Technical Center has used the exemption with the conditions and 
limitations regularly during the course of many R&D flight missions for the passed 25 years 
without incident. The continued used of these exemptions for flight test is still needed for mission 
completions. 
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